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About This Resource

The American Board of Nursing Specialties (ABNS) provides this Nursing Certification
Bibliography as a resource for its members and as a current overview of the published literature
relative to registered nurse specialty certification.

2020 Methods

A doctorally prepared, independent researcher was consulted to identify the most appropriate
search terms and databases and to assist with refining search strategies and conducting a
comprehensive literature search for updating the 2019-2020 ABNS Nursing Certification
Bibliography. Keywords or medical subject headings included certification and nurs*.
Quotation marks were used around the phrase “certification and nurs*” to ensure that the terms
would be searched as a singular entity rather than as two separate and unrelated terms. The
asterisk symbol was used after nurs to broaden the search by including all words starting with
the letters nurs (eg, nurse, nursing).

Search strategies included online searching of the PubMed, Cumulative Index of Nursing and
Allied Health Literature databases and the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews for
published literature. Inclusion criteria for the bibliographic review included all types of articles
and studies related to specialty certification of registered nurses. The search was limited to
literature published between August 1, 2019, and December 31 31, 2020, and only literature
written in English was included.

2020 Results

In total, 5 articles and studies were identified through online database searching (Figure 1).
After removal of duplicates and abstract review of the eligible articles and studies, 4 references
were added to the bibliography in the following sections:

e Specialty Certification (n = 2)
e Value of Certification (n = 2)

References from 2010 to 2020 are listed in alphabetical order by year. References from 2009 and
earlier are grouped at the end of each section and are listed in alphabetical order. The intent is for
users of this resource to readily see the published literature relative to registered nurse specialty
certification from the past 10 years but also to have access to previously identified literature.
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Figure 1. Flow Diagram of Literature Search Results
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Moher D, Liberati A, Tetzlaff J, Atman DG, PRISMA Group. Preferred reporting items for systematic reviews and meta-analyses:
the PRISMA statement. PLoS Med. 2009;6(6):e1000097.

Nursing Certification Bibliography 2021-2022 4

ABNS

American Board of Nursing Specialfies
Promoting Excellence in Nursing Certification




Advanced Practice Certification

2018

Marzalik PR, Feltham KJ, Jefferson K, Pekin K. Midwifery education in the U.S.—certified
nurse-midwife, certified midwife and certified professional midwife. Midwifery.
2018;60:9-12. doi: 10.1016/j.midw.2018.01.020

McNamara LJ, Konick-McMahan J, Thomas K, Scruth EA. Clinical nurse specialist
certification examinations: legal and ethical considerations. Clin Nurse Spec.
2018;32(1):7-11. doi: 10.1097/NUR.0000000000000349

2017

Wooden S, Krogh MA, Waters E, Plaus K. Developing the continued professional
certification program for nurse anesthetists. J Nurs Regul. 2017;8(1):31-37. doi:
10.1016/S2155-8256(17)30072-8

2016
Muckle TJ, Plaus K, Wooden S. Professional practice analysis: validity evidence for the

continued professional certification examination for nurse anesthetists. J Nurs Regul.
2016;7(3):41-47. doi: 10.1016/S2155-8256(16)32320-1

Negrusa B, Hogan PF, Warner JT, Schroeder CH, Pang B. Scope of practice laws and
anesthesia complications: no measurable impact of certified registered nurse
anesthetist expanded scope of practice on anesthesia-related complications. Med
Care. 2016;54(10):913-20. doi: 10.1097/MLR.0000000000000554

2013
Alleman K, Houle K. Advanced practice registered nurse certification. Nephrol Nurs J.
2013;40(3):219-226.

2012
Cahill M, Hysong A. Moving forward with role recognition for clinical nurse specialists.
J Nurs Regul. 2012;3(3):47-50. doi: 10.1016/S2155-8256(15)30198-8

Kleinpell RM, Hudspeth R, Scordo KA, Magdic K. Defining NP scope of practice and
associated regulations: Focus on acute care. J Am Acad Nurse Pract.
2012;24(1):11-18. doi: 10.1111/j.1745-7599.2011.00683.x

2011
Hartigan C. APRN regulation: the licensure-certification interface. AACN Adv Crit Care.
2011;22(1):50-65. doi: 10.1097/NC1.0b013e3182072684

Hawkins-Walsh E, Berg M, Beauchesne M, Gaylord N, et al. Guidelines for dual
certification in acute-care and primary-care pediatric nurse practitioner programs.
J Nurs Reg. 2011;1(4):13-16. doi: 10.1016/S2155-8256(15)30317-3
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https://doi.org/10.1016/S2155-8256(17)30072-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2155-8256(17)30072-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2155-8256(16)32320-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2155-8256(15)30317-3

Keough VA, Stevenson A, Martinovich Z, Young R, et al. Nurse practitioner certification
and practice settings: implications for education and practice. J Nurs Scholarsh.
2011;43(2):195-202. doi: 10.1111/j.1547-5069.2011.01395.x

2010

Nevidjon B, Reiger P, Murphy CM, Rosenzweig MQ, et al. Filling the gap: development of
the oncology nurse practitioner workforce. J Oncol Pract. 2010;6(1):2-6. doi:
10.1200/JOP.091072

2009 and Earlier

American Associations of Colleges of Nursing. Certification and regulation of advanced
practice nurses: position statement of the American Association of Colleges of
Nursing. J Adv Nurs. 1996;24(6):1327-1329.

Becker D, Kaplow R, Muenzen PM, Hartigan C. Activities performed by acute and critical
care advanced practice nurses: American Association of Critical-Care Nurses Study
of Practice. Am J Crit Care. 2006;15(2):130-148.

Bray CO, Olson KK. Family nurse practitioner clinical requirements: is the best
recommendation 500 hours? J Am Acad Nurse Pract. 2009;21(3):135-139. doi:
10.1111/j.1745-7599.2008.00384.x

Chornick N. APRN licensure versus APRN certification: what is the difference? JONAS
Healthc Law Ethics Regul. 2008;10(4):90-93. doi: 10.1097/NHL.0b013e31818ede05

Fulton JS. The value of professional certification for clinical nurse specialists [editorial].
Clin Nurse Spec. 2007;21(3):137-138.

Goudreau KA, Baldwin K, Clark A, Fulton J, et al. A vision of the future for clinical nurse
specialists. Clin Nurse Spec. 2007;21(6):310-320.

Goudreau KA, Smolenski M. Credentialing and certification: issues for clinical nurse
specialists. Clin Nurse Spec. 2008;22(5)240-244. doi:
10.1097/01.NUR.0000325369.61668.7¢c

Hudspeth R. Understanding the clinical nurse specialist regulation by the boards of nursing.
Clin Nurse Spec. 2009;23(5):270-275. doi: 10.1097/NUR.0b013e3181b20793

Jacobs LA, Scarpa R, Lester J, Smith J. Oncology nursing as a specialty: the education,
scope, and standards for advanced practice nursing in oncology. 2004;31(3):507-509.
doi: 10.1188/04.ONF.507-509

Kleinpell RM. Evolving role descriptions of the acute care nurse practitioner. Crit Care Nurs
Q. 1999;21(4):9-15. doi: 10.1097/00002727-199902000-00003

Kleinpell RM. Acute care nurse practitioner practice: results of a 5-year longitudinal study.
Am J Crit Care. 2005;14(3):211-221.

Kleinpell RM, Hravnak M, Hinch B, Llewellyn J. Developing an advanced practice nursing
credentialing model for acute care facilities. Nurs Admin Q. 2008;32(4):279-287. doi:
10.1097/01.NAQ.0000336724.95440.fd
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https://doi.org/10.1097/00002727-199902000-00003

Kleinpell RM, Perez D, McLaughlin R. Educational options for acute care nurse practitioner
practice. J Am Acad Nurse Pract. 2005;17(11):460- 471. doi: 10.1111/j.1745-
7599.2005.00082.x

Logan L. The practice of certified community health CNSs. Clin Nurse Spec. 2005;19(1):43-
48. doi: 10.1097/00002800-200501000-00013

Lynch MP, Cope DG, Murphy-Ende K. Advanced practice issues: results of the ONS
Advanced Practice Nursing survey. Oncol Nurs Forum. 2001;28(10):1521-1530.

Melander SD, Kleinpell RM, Hravnak M, King J, et al. Post-masters certification programs
for nurse practitioners: population specialty role preparation. J Am Acad Nurse Pract.
2008;20:63-68.

Rice MJ. Perspective on certification standards for advanced practice psychiatric nursing.
Perspect Psychiatr Care. 2000;36(1):33-34. doi: 10.1111/j.1744-6163.2006.00097.x

Smolenski MC. Credentialing, certification, and competence: issues for new and seasoned
nurse practitioners. J Am Acad Nurse Pract. 2005;17(6):201-204. doi: 10.111/j.1745-
7599.2005.0033.x

Spenser-Cisek P, Sveningson L. Regulation of advanced nursing practice: part two:
certification. Oncol Nurs Forum. 1995;22(8)(suppl):39-42.

Stahl AM, Lewandowski ML, Connolly MA. An online dual-certification program in
advanced practice nursing and nursing education: one university’s response to faculty
shortages. AACN Adv Crit Care. 2008;19(1):59-65. doi:
10.1097/01.AACN.0000310752.31406.d5
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https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1745-7599.2005.00082.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1745-7599.2005.00082.x
https://doi.org/10.1097/00002800-200501000-00013
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1744-6163.2006.00097.x
https://doi.org/10.111/j.1745-7599.2005.0033.x
https://doi.org/10.111/j.1745-7599.2005.0033.x

Certification Preparation

2019
Hinojosa RJ. Successfully navigating the CANS and CPSN certification/recertification
process. Plast Surg Nurs. 2019;39(2):32-34. doi: 10.1097/PSN.0000000000000261

2018

Best JT, Hines A. Evaluation of role acquisition and preparation for the CNL certification
examination through an online immersion course. J Nurs Care Qual.
2018;33(4):297-299. doi: 10.1097/NCQ.0000000000000323

Lundeen JD. Analysis of first-time unsuccessful attempts on the certified nurse educator
examination. Nurs Educ Perspect. 2018;39(2):72-79. doi:
10.1097/01.NEP.0000000000000276

Trelease J. Getting ready for WOCNCB foot care certification: understanding nail
terminology. J Wound Ostomy Continence Nurs. 2018;45(2):191-192. doi:
10.1097/WON.0000000000000418

2017

Cook CJ. The emergency nurse practitioner board certification examination: the purpose,
process, and eligibility. J Emerg Nurs. 2017;43(5):464-466. doi:
10.1016/j.jen.2017.05.015

Mantas J. Accreditation and certification in health informatics: principles and procedures.
Stud Health Technol Inform. 2017;238:272-275.

2016

Beaudoin G, St-Louis L, Alderson M. Supporting and empowering nurses undergoing
critical care certification. Clin Nurse Spec. 2016;30(4):216-26. doi:
10.1097/NUR.0000000000000217

2015
Ciurzynski SM, Serwetnyk TM. Increasing nursing certification rates using a multimodal
approach. J Nurs Adm. 2015;45(4):226-233. doi: 10.1097/NNA.0000000000000189

2014

Falker A. Development of an in-house review course to increase med-surg certification.
AMSN Newsletter. 2014;23(6):1, 11-13. https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/
5a5¢/e87222db6bh9496¢5a780b7378ed7d30cdcdl.pdf

Fischer-Cartlidge E, Mahon S. Increasing certification through unit-based education. Clin J
Oncol Nurs. 2014;18(2):215-220. doi: 10.1188/14.CJON.215-220

Perlstein L, Hoffman RL, Lindberg J, Petras D. Addressing barriers to achieving nursing
certification: development of a certification achievement program on a medical-
surgical unit. J Nurses Prof Dev. 2014;30(6):309-315. doi:
10.1097/NND.0000000000000115
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Rees S, Glynn M, Moore R, Rankin R, et al. Supporting nurse manager certification. J Nurs
Adm. 2014;44(6):368-371. doi: 10.1097/NNA.0000000000000083

2013

Sanford CA, Best JT. Creating an “I can do attitude” toward orthopaedic nurse certification:
convenient, efficient, and effective. Orthop Nurs. 2013;32(4):193-197. doi:
10.1097/NOR.0b013e31829a4d8d

2011

Blair M, Hill KS, Walters BJ, Senn L, Brockopp DA. Care for nurses: hospital-based study
groups for certification. J Nurses Staff Dev. 2011;27(4):165-169. doi:
10.1097/NND.0b013e3181a68aae

Callicutt D, Norman K, Smith L, Nichols A, Kring D. Building an engaged and certified
nursing workforce. Nurs Clin North Am. 2011;46(1):81-87. doi:
10.1016/j.cnur.2010.10.004

2010
Seaman M, Bernstein A. Let’s get certified: an innovative national campaign. Nurs Leader.
2010;8(6):31-36. doi: 10.1016/j.mnl.2010.09.001

2009 and Earlier
Fickeissen JL. 56 ways to get certified. Am J Nurs. 1990;90(3):50-57.

Gaedeke MK. Practical tips on passing certification exams. Nursing. 1995;25(10):84-90.

Jenkins JB, Smith EL. Creating a successful certification examination review program: the
nursing process approach. J Nurs Staff Dev. 2008;24(1):4-9. doi:
10.1097/01.NND.0000300845.81975.c5

Karvonen C, Sayre C, Wyant SE. Building a medical-surgical certification review course: a
blueprint for success. J Nurs Staff Dev. 2004;20(5):213-218. doi: 10.1097/00124645-
200409000-00003

Kohtz C, Ferguson P, Sisk R, Gowda C, et al. The certified nurse educator exam: a plan for
success. Nurs Educ Perspect. 2008;29(1):8-9.

Lamonte M. Test-taking strategies for CNOR certification. AORN J. 2007;85(2):315-332.
doi: 10.1016/s0001-2092(07)60042-8

Mullen CA. Strategies for success: preparing for the certification examination. J Perianesth
Nurs. 1996;11(5):324-329.

Patry L. Certification: building on what you know. Can Nurs. 2006;102(2):16-20.

Vrabel M. Computerized versus paper-and-pencil testing methods for a nursing certification
examination: a review of the literature. Comput Inform Nurs. 2004;22(2):94-8.
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21320663
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.mnl.2010.09.001
https://doi.org/10.1097/00124645-200409000-00003
https://doi.org/10.1097/00124645-200409000-00003
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0001-2092(07)60042-8
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15520572

Competency and Continuing Competence

2018

Simmons L, Christensen L. Development of the certified nurse educator certification exam:
a spotlight on competencies, scoring, and security. Nurs Educ Perspect.
2018;39(3):196. doi: 10.1097/01.NEP.0000000000000333

Sweeney CD. DAISY nurses-recognizing clinical expertise through certification. J Nurs
Adm. 2018;48(4):182-183. doi: 10.1097/NNA.0000000000000596

2017

Kitto S, Grant R, Chappell K, Lundmark V. The relationship between specialty certification
of individual nurses and outcomes: developing a standardized taxonomy for research.
J Nurs Adm. 2017;47(5):245-247. doi: 10.1097/NNA.0000000000000473

Miller LA. Education, competency, certification, credentialing: what’s the difference?
J Perinat Neonatal Nurs. 2017;31(2):101-103. doi: 10.1097/JPN.0000000000000249

Mower J. The future of certification: beyond contact hours. AORN J. 2017;106(5):364-366.
doi: 10.1016/j.a0rn.2017.09.006

2016

Smith SJ, Farra SL. National disaster health consortium: competency-based training and a
report on the American Nurses Credentialing Center disaster certification
development. Nurs Clin North Am. 2016;51(4):555-568. doi:
10.1016/j.cnur.2016.07.008

Southard ME. Maintenance of nursing certification: ensuring holistic nursing competency.
Beginnings. 2016;36(4):26-27.

Dickerson P, Chappell K. Principles of evaluating nurse competence. TD: Talent Dev.
2016;70(2):44-48.

2013
Institute for Credentialing Excellence. Methods for ensuring continuing competence, part 1.
2013. http://www.credentialingexcellence.org/p/cm/Id/fid=13 [member access only].

Sinclair PM, Bowen L, Donkin B. Professional nephrology nursing portfolios: maintaining
competence to practise. Ren Soc Australasia J. 2013;9(1):35-40.

2012

Case Di Leonardi B, Biel M. Moving forward with a clear definition of continuing
competence. J Contin Educ Nurs. 2012;43(8):346-351. doi: 10.3928/00220124-
20120116-18

2011
Watson E, Hillman H. Practice of registered nursing: are you competent? J Legal Nurs
Consul. 2011;22(2):27-28.
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2010

Thomas MB, Benbow DA, Ayars VD. Continued competency and board regulation: one
state expands options. J Contin Educ Nurs. 2010;41(11):524-8. doi:
10.3928/00220124-20100701-04

2009 and Earlier
Azzarello J. Setting valid cut-off scores for competency. J Nurses Staff Dev. 2003;19(5):238-
243.

Barger M, Camune B, Graves B, Lamberto J. The past, present and future of assessing
continuing competency for midwives. J Midwifery Womens Health. 2009;54(5):338-
340. doi: 10.1016/j.jmwh.2009.06.020

Burns B. Continuing competency: what’s ahead? J Perinat Neonatal Nurs. 2009;23(3):218-
27. doi: 10.1097/JPN.0b013e3181b0ec9f

Byrne M, Delarose T, King CA, Leske J, et al. Continued professional competence and
portfolios. J Trauma Nurs. 2007;14(1):24-31. doi:
10.1097/01.JTN.0000264146.57922.be

Ericsson KA, Whyte J, Ward P. Expert performance in nursing: reviewing research on
expertise in nursing within the framework of the expert-performance approach. ANS
Adv Nurs Sci. 2007;30(1):E58-E71.

Lenburg CB, Klein C, Abdur-Rahman V, Spencer T, Boyer S. The COPA model: a
comprehensive framework designed to promote quality care and competence for
patient safety. Nurs Educ Perspect. 2009;30(5):312-317.

Lundgren BS, Houseman CA. Continuing competence in selected health care professions.
J Allied Health. 2002;31(4):232-240.

Melander S, Kleinpell R, McLaughlin R. Ensuring clinical competency for NPs in acute
care. Nurse Pract. 2007;32(4):19-20.

National Council of State Boards of Nursing. Meeting the Ongoing Challenge of Continued
Competence [position paper]. 2005. https://www.ncsbn.org/Continued
Comp_Paper_TestingServices.pdf.

Schroeter K. Competence literature review. CCI. October 2008. http://www.cc-
institute.org/docs/default-document-library/2011/10/19/competence_lit_review.pdf.

Scott Tilley DD. Competency in nursing: a concept analysis. J Contin Educ Nurs.
2008;39(2):58-64.

Sharoff L. A qualitative study of how experienced certified holistic nurses learn to become
competent practitioners. J Holist Nurs. 2006;24(2):116-124. doi:
10.1177/0898010105282525

Swankin D, LeBuhn RA, Morrison R. Implementing Continuing Competency Requirements
for Health Care Practitioners. AARP. July 2006. https://assets.aarp.org/
rgcenter/health/2006_16_competency.pdf
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20672758
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/14581832
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17420648
https://doi.org/10.1097/01.JTN.0000264146.57922.be
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Lenburg%20CB%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=19824242
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19824242
https://doi.org/10.1177/0898010105282525

Wendt A, Alexander M. Toward a standardized and evidence-based continued competence
assessment for registered nurses. JONAS Healthc Law Ethics Regul. 2007;9(3):74-
86.

Descriptive Studies

2016

Dy Bunpin JJ 111, Chapman S, Blegen M, Spetz J. Differences in innovative behavior among
hospital-based registered nurses. J Nurs Adm. 2016;46(3)122-127. doi:
10.1097/NNA.0000000000000310

Schaffer MA, Anderson LJ, Rising S. Public health interventions for school nursing practice.
J Sch Nurs. 2016;32(3):195-208. doi: 10.1177/1059840515605361

2014

Cramer ME, High R, Culross B, Conley DM, et al. Retooling the RN workforce in long-term
care: nursing certification as a pathway to quality improvement. Geriatr Nurs.
2014;35(3):182-187. doi: 10.1016/j.gerinurse.2014.01.001

Fitzpatrick JJ, Campo TM, Gacki-Smith J. Emergency care nurses: certification,
empowerment, and work-related variables. J Emerg Nurs. 2014;40(20):e37-e43. doi:
10.1016/j.jen.2013.01.021

Kehl KA. The relationship of patient population and nurses’ certification statuses on nurses'
practices in preparing families for the end of life. J Hosp Palliat Nurs.
2014;16(8):503-513. doi: 10.1097/NJH.0000000000000108

Straka KL, Ambrose HL, Burkett M, Capan M, et al. The impact and perception of nursing
certification in pediatric nursing. J Pediatr Nurs. 2014;29(3):205-211. doi:
10.1016/j.pedn.2013.10.010

2012
Bell-Kotwall L, Frierson R, Kuiper R. Are certified nurses better professionals? Nurs
Manage. 2012 June:31-35.

Boyle DK, Gajewski BJ, Miller PA. A longitudinal analysis of nursing specialty certification
by Magnet® status and patient unit type. J Nurs Adm. 2012;42(12):567-573. doi:
10.1097/NNA.0b013e318274b581

Schroeter K, Byrne MM, Klink KA, Beier M, et al. The impact of certification on certified
perioperative nurses: a qualitative descriptive survey. ORNAC J. 2012;30(3):34-38.

2011
Kelly LA, McHugh MD, Aiken LH. Nurse outcomes in Magnet® and non-magnet hospitals.
J Nurs Adm. 2011;41(1):428-433. doi: 10.1097/NNA.0b013e31822eddbc.
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https://dx.doi.org/10.1097%2FNJH.0000000000000108

2010

Fitzpatrick JJ, Campo TM, Graham G, Lavandero R. Certification, empowerment, and intent
to leave current position and the profession among critical care nurses. Am J Crit
Care. 2010;19(3):218-226. doi: 10.4037/ajcc2010442

Sayre C, Wyant S, Karvonen C. Effect of a medical-surgical practice and certification review
course on clinical nursing practice. J Nurses Staff Dev. 2010;26(1):11-16. doi:
10.1097/NND.0b013e3181cc2d50

Valente SM. Improving professional practice through certification. J Nurses Staff Dev.
2010;26(5):215-219.

Wyatt J, Harrison M. Certified pediatric nurses’ perceptions of job satisfaction. Pediatr
Nurs. 2010;36(4):205-208.

2009 and Earlier
Cary AH. Data driven policy: the case for certification research. Policy, Politics, and
Nursing Practice. 2000;1(3):165-171. doi: 10.1177/152715440000100302

Cary AH. Certified registered nurses: results of the Study of the Certified Workforce. Am J
Nurs. 2001;101(1):44-52. doi: 10.1097/00000446-200101000-00048

Coleman EA, Coon SK, Lockhart K, Kennedy RL, et al. Effect of certification in oncology
nursing on nursing-sensitive outcomes. Clin J Oncol Nurs. 2009;13(2):165-172. doi:
10.1188/09.CJON.165-172

Craven H. Recognizing excellence: unit-based activities to support specialty nursing
certification. Medsurg Nurs. 2007;16(6):367-371.

Haag-Heitman B. The development of expert performance in nursing. J Nurses Staff Dev.
2008;24(5):203-211. doi: 10.1097/01.NND.0000320690.42061.07

Hughes LC, Ward S, Grindel CG, Coleman EA, et al. Relationships between certification
and job perceptions of oncology nurses. Oncol Nurs Forum. 2001;28(1):99-106.

Kirchhoff KT, Dahl N. American Association of Critical-Care Nurses’ national survey of
facilities and units providing critical care. Am J Crit Care. 2006;15(1):13-27.

Lange J, Wallace M, Gerard S, Lovanio K, et al. Effect of an acute care geriatric educational
program on fall rates and nurse work satisfaction. J Cont Educ Nurs. 2009;40(8):371-
379. doi: 10.3928/00220124-20090723-03

Mitchell PH, Armstrong S, Simpson TF, Lentz M. American Association of Critical-Care
Nurses demonstration project: profile of excellence in critical care nursing. Heart &
Lung. 1989;18(3):219-237.
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